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Brief Summarg of Countrg fithis. 

We do not hold ourselves responsible for any opinions 
expressed in this Summary; as all the notices are either 
collated from the local papers, or supplied to us by occasional 
correspondents. 

Aldebley Paek, Cheshibe, — A Concert was 
given at the seat of the Eight Hon. Lord Stanley, of Al- 
derley, on the 6th ult., in the presence of nearly the whole 
of that nobleman's family, and many of the gentry and 
friends, who were visitors at the Hall. The principal 
solo performers were the Countess of Airlie, the Hon. 
Mrs. Howard, and the sons and daughters of the tenantry, 
who acquitted themselves to the entire satisfaction and 
pleasure of the audience. Nearly the whole of the per- 
formers were born in the parish of Alderley ; and are in- 
debted for this annual meeting to the skill and energy of 
the Hon. Miss Stanley, who trains the young people of 
the parish so well that they are enabled to perform many 
of the difficult works of the classical composers. Mr. 
Twiss acted as conductor. 

Aleobd. — On Thursday evening, the 2nd ult., 
the church choir, with a few friends, were entertained at 
the King's Head Inn, by Thomas Bradley, Esq., the 
senior churchwarden. After tea the members of the 
choir, under the able management of Mr. Whipham, gave 
a selection of secular, and afterwards of sacred, pieces. A 
vote of thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Bradley, for their kind 
treat and encouragement to the choir, was proposed by 
the Rev. J. H. Oldrid, vicar, and seconded by the Rev. 
R. V. Taylor, curate. 

Bedfobd. — The Bedford Amateur Musical 
Society held its fourth Concert, and the concluding one 
of the past year, at the Assembly Rooms, on the 17 th of 
December. Handel's Oratorio, the Messiah, was performed, 
and we have very great pleasure in bearing testimony to 
the eminently successful manner in which the work was 
rendered. The hand was strengthened by five professional 
gentlemen from London : Mr. F. Folkes, 1st violin ; Mr. 
Amore, 2nd violin; Mr. Burnett, viola; Mr. Howell, 
violoncello ; and Mr. Ward, trumpet. The airs and re- 
citatives were sung extremely well, without exception, and 
the choruses were most effective. The only matter of re- 
gret is that there is not a larger room in the town ; the 
want of this prevents the Society from admitting more 
members. Mr. P. H. Diemer conducted. 

Bintield, Beeks. — The Annual Choir Con- 
certs took place in the National School-room, on the 
evenings of the 7th and 8th ult., both performances 
attracting a numerous audience. The room was, as usual, 
most tastefully decorated. The programme seems to 
have given general satisfaction. The Rev. E. Savory, 
rector, efficiently filled the post of conductor, and the 
vocal music was accompanied by the Rev. H. T. Biscoe. 
The first part of the programme was devoted to sacred 
music, and in this we would especially mention a very ex- 
cellent rendering by the choir of Gounod's Carol 
"Bethlehem;" and also a successful performance of the 
trio from Elijah " Lift thine eyes" (by three of the choir 
girls) , which on the second night was repeated, in compliance 
with a very general wish. In the secular part, an enthu- 
siastic encore was awarded to an excellent performance of 
De Beriot's duet for violin and pianoforte, by the Hon E. 
Thesiger, a member of the celebrated amateur orches- 
tra of " The Wandering Minstrels," and the Rev. H. T. 
Biscoe. The same honour was also awarded to V. Gabriel's 
song, " Robin's Return," well sung by H. Cleather, Esq. 
and also to a very successful rendering of A. Sullivan's 
song, " Will he come," by a lady amateur. The choruses 
and part-songs were given by the choir with a taste and 
spirit which reflected the utmost credit on the members, 
and those by whom they had been so carefully trained. 

Bibkenhead. — On the 27th December, a per 
formance of Handel's Oratorio the Messiah, was given by 



the members of the Birkenhead Cambrian Choral Society, 
at the Workman's Hall. The band and chorus numbered 
more than a hundred performers. Mr. Lawson was leader, 
Mr. Parry conductor, and Mr. Skeaf presided at the 
harmonium. The principal vocalists were Mrs. Ballinie 
Porter, Miss Edwards, Mr. George Hirst, and Mr. T. J. 
Hughes. The hall was crowded to excess by a respect- 
able and appreciative audience. Mrs. Porter was in ex- 
cellent voice; and in the airs, "Come unto him," and 
How beautiful are the feet," she elicited the warmest 
applause. The other solo singers also won frequent bursts 
of approval from the audience. The choruses were sung 
with taste and precision, and we question whether the 
Oratorio has ever been given in so satisfactory a manner 
in Birkenhead before. 

BiEiriNGHAM. — The annual report of the 
Birmingham Amateur Harmonic Association shows that 
the past year has been one of quiet and steady progress. 
The number of members has increased ; and there is a 
large balance in hand. Several additions have been made 
to the library, which is now becoming very extensive ; and 
we understand that Mendelssohn's music to Antigone and 
the Midsummer Night's Dream (two of the works recently 
acquired by the Society) will be included in the programme 
lor an Open Rehearsal in the early part of the present 
year. So excellent and zealous an Association deserves 
every encouragement. 

Bishop Aucexaist). — A grand Concert was 
given here on New Year's Day, at which the following 
artists sang : Miss Crawford, Miss Howley, Messrs. White- 
head and David Lambert. Pianist and conductor, Mr. 
Crawford. The singing of the ladies was well received ; 
and Messrs. Whitehead and Lambert were encored in 
three of their songs. Mr. Crawford's solos on the piano 
were much applauded and re-demanded. 

Beancepeth. — A miscellaneous Concert took 
place on the 27th December, before a large audience. The 
principal vocalists were Messrs. Wortley, Peele, White- 
head, and David Lambert. The songs, part-songs, and 
glees were well given, and Messrs. Peele, Whitehead, and 
Lambert received several encores during the evening. 
Mr. Orwin was pianist. 

Bbidg^obth. — At the Christmas Concert of 
the Harmonic Society an excellent programme was per- 
formed, and, judging from the hearty plaudits and fre- 
quent encores, appeared to afford the greatest satisfaction 
to a numerous audience. The choir, numbering about 
thirty voices, among whom were several ladies, sang with 
great precision and steadiness, under their able conductor, 
Sir. John Sewell. The two solos, by Mrs. James Glover, 
of Stourport, "Tell me, my heart "and " Home, sweet 
home," were enthusiastically redemanded ; in fact, this 
young lady (who appeared on this occasion for the first 
time in Bridgnorth) achieved a most brilliant success. Mr. 
Sewell was encored in his harmonium solo, on which in- 
strument he appeared to be as much at home as on the 
piano. Several vocal solos were well given by Messrs. 
Mason, Lowe, and Henry Bellett ; and the Rev. H. Par- 
sons, who possesses an excellent voice, rendered the utmost 
service in the glees. We cannot conclude this notice 
without referring to the talent of Mr. John Sewell, who on 
this night appeared as conductor, accompanyist, pianist, 
executant, and composer, and in each capacity proved 
himself an excellent musician. 

Bbidlington. — On Thursday evening, Dec. 
26, a Concert was given in the Temperance Hall, by Mr. 
J. M. Wilson, organist of the Priory Church, to a large 
and fashionable audience. The artists were Miss Downes 
Clark, soprano ; Mr. Calvert, alto ; Mr. Firth, tenor ; Mr. 
Dodds, baritone ; and Mr. Potts, bass, — all of Leeds. The 
programme contained an excellent selection of glees, duetts 
and songs, all of which were executed in a most efficient 
manner. Mr. J. M. Wilson presided at the pianoforte. 
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Bbistol.- — A successful Ballad Concert has 
teen given at Colston's Hall, the principal vocalists being 
Madlle. Liebhart, Miss Ada Jackson, Mr. Leigh Wilson, 
and Mr. Lewis Thomas. The choruses and part-songs, 
which were interspersed, were rendered by the Clifton 
Vocal Union in a highly-successful manner ; and in the 
instrumental department, Herr Wilhelm Ganz (pianoforte) 
and Mr. T. Harper (trumpet) executed solos to the ut- 
most satisfaction of a numerous audience. Herr Ganz 

and Mr. Curtis officiated as conductors. The first 

concert of the Cecilian Choir, a newly-formed musical 
society (of which Sir. Trimnell is the conductor and Mr. 
G. A. Bessell the lion, secretary), is announced for Thurs- 
day evening, the 6th inst. The first part will consist of 
Dr. Sterndale Bennett's Cantata, " The May Queen," and 
the second part of madrigals and part-songs. 

Beltw, Mobayia. — The third Philharmonic 
Concert took place on the 29th December, at the Redouten 
Saal, under the direction of Herr G. Carlberg, when the 
members of several choral societies lent their valuable 
assistance. Handel's Oratorio, Judas Maccabceus, was 
selected for performance ; the orchestral score being en- 
riched by the wind instrument parts supplied by the late 
Mr. Vincent Novello. The chorus consisted of 160 voices ; 
and the orchestra of 60 performers. The solo vocal parts 
were sustained by Frl. Leonoff, Frl. Gaspary, Herr Gre- 
venberg, and Herr Vierling. One third of the receipts of 
the concert was contributed to the poor-box of the City of 
Brtlun. 

BunsLEM. — A performance of the Messiah was 
given in the Town Hall, on the 30th December, by Mr. 
J. W. Powell and bis tonic sol-fa chorus, to a numerous, 
but not a crowded audience. The principals were the 
same as those in the recent performance of Samson, viz., 
Miss Helena Walker, Mrs. Lincey-Nalton, Mr. Wilford 
Morgan, and Mr. Brandon, while Mr. Walker, of Manches 
ter, was again at the organ. Mr. C. A. Seymour, of Man- 
chester, was the leader of the orchestra, and Mr. Powell 
was in his accustomed place as conductor. The orchestra 
numbered 25 instruments, and the chorus comprised 150 
voices. The whole of the choruses were given with the 
utmost steadiness, precision, and vigour. Mr. Brandon 
was in good voice, and sang with much success. He re- 
ceived the only encore of the evening, in " Why do the 
nations," and the next most effective solo was Miss 
Walker's " I know that my Redeemer." The instrumental 
music was well rendered, with the exception of the trum- 
pet obbligato to " The trumpet shall sound." It is to be 
regretted that the attendance was not larger, as it would 
have saved Mr. Powell a heavy loss, which he ought not 
to be called upon to bear, in addition to the large amount 
of time and labour he devotes to the training of the choirs. 

Caistob. — The Tonic Sol-fa Society, assisted 
by Miss Maria Wilson, of Hull, (eleven years principal 
soprano at the York Blind School) gave its second Con- 
cert of sacred music in the Red Lion Assembly-Room, on 
the 26th December, to a very crowded audience. The 
solos of Miss Wilson were sung with the utmost expres- 
sion ; and she was encored in each song. Miss Button 
was also highly successful in all her solos, two of which 
were enthusiastically redemanded. The choruses, which 
were principally from the Messiah, were excellently sung ; 
the " Hallelujah," as a finale, being executed with re- 
markable precision and effect. Mrs. Button presided at 
the piano, and Miss Hartley at the harmonium. The 
concert was ably conducted by Mr. Runacres, under whose 
instruction the Society is making very steady progress. 

Cambobne. — The annual Amateur Concert 
was given by the Institution Choir in the New Assembly 
Rooms, on Friday, the 18th ult. The part-music perform- 
ed included Leslie's Prize Madrigal, "Thine eyes, so 
bright," " The sea hath its pearls," a part-song by Pinsuti. 
and two of Bishop's glees. Several solos, duets, Sea., were 
also given with much effect. The instrumental music 



consisted of a Morceau de Salon for clarinet, with piano- 
forte accompaniment by Kalliwoda ; a notturno for violon- 
cello and piano, by Squire ; and , Clinton'B first duo 
concertante, for flute and clarinet. The principal 
vocalists were the Misses Mitchell, Miss Richards, Mr. 
Symons, and Mr. Thomas. Pianoforte, Miss Symons; 
clarinet, Mr. H. A. Smith : violoncello and flute, Mr. W. 
C. Symons. Conductor, Mr. G. J. Smith. 

Cote's Heath, Staeeobd.— A Concert in aid 
of the fund for erecting the new National Schools was 
given on Wednesday evening, the 8th ult. The room 
was tastefully decorated, and every seat was occupied, 
many persons being refused admission. Mrs. Sutton, 
Miss Emery, and Sir. Sanders sang a number of songs 
with the utmost success ; and the Rev. C. P. Male and 
Mr. Statham rendered valuable assistance in the concerted 
pieces. Mr. J. J. Matthews (of Cote's Hall) played a 
pianoforte solo at the commencement of each part of the 
concert, and ably accompanied the vocal music. Two 
violin solos were also given with much effect by Mr. W. A. 
Marson, of Stafford. The amount collected was nearly £13. 

Cbowlasd, LufcoLXSHiBE. — Mr. E. Harker's 
Concert took place in the Girls' National School-room, on 
the 2nd ult., and was well patronized by most of the 
leading families of the town and neighbourhood. Bliss 
Clara Wight was encored in several of her songs; and 
Mr. Otto Booth received a similar compliment for his solo 
on the violin. Mr. R. Smith, Mr. Friar, and Miss S. 
Harker also contributed to the solo vocal music with much 
success. Mr. Edwin Sturge (the cornet player) from Dr. 
Mark's band, was announced; but, from some unexplained 
cause, did not appear. 

Ceoydon. — The Croydon Sacred Harmonic 

Society gave a performance of Handel's Messiah at the 
Public Hall, on Tuesday the 21st ult. Principal vocalists : 
Miss Robertine Henderson, Miss Mary Ann Potter, Mr. 
George Peri-en, and Mr. Lewis Thomas. The band and 
chorus were most efficient, and reflected the utmost cre- 
dit on the conductor, Mr. F. Kingsbury. The concert 
was a complete success ; and the hall was well filled by a 
most fashionable and appreciative audience. 

Daresbuey (Cheshibe). — An excellent Con- 
cert was given at the above little village, on Tuesday, the 
7th ult., by the parish church choir, under the direction 
of Mr. John Tow ers. The programme contained a good 
selection of carols, part-songs, and vocal solos, amongst 
which, " Soon as I careless strayed," " From Oberon," and 
" May-day," were especially noticeable. Mr. Walton, of 
Altrincham, (one of Mr. Halle's Manchester choir) ob- 
tained an encore in Cherry's song, " The monarch of the 
woods ;" and a similar compliment was paid to Mr. Towers 
for his rendering of Heller's Tarantelle on the pianoforte. 
The room was crowded to excess : and many persons were 
unable to gain admission. Judged by its success, although 
the first, this is not likely to be the last concert given by 
the Daresbury Church Choir. 

Dewsbttby. — On Tuesday evening, December 
31st, the members of the Dewsbury Choral Society, gave 
their fortieth concert in the Parish Church School-room. 
The oratorio selected for performance was Handel's Jephtha; 
this being the first time, we believe, that the work has 
been given here. The principal vocalists were Miss A. 
Thirwall, Mrs. Lincey-Nalton, Mr. Moulding, and Mr. 
Brandon, all of whom gave the utmost satisfaction. Miss 
A. Thirwall was extremely well received in the airs, " The 
smiling dawn," " Farewell, ye limpid springs," and " Freely 
I to Heaven resign." The choruswas efficient throughout; 
and gave ample proof of the effect of vigorous training, 
especially in " When his loud voice," and " Theme sub- 
lime." Mr. J. W. Dean conducted, and Mr. Haddock 
led, with their accustomed ability. The concert was in 
every respect a decided success. The members of the 
above Society have lately presented to their conductor, 
Mr. J. W. Dean, a silver-mounted ivory baton, as a mark 
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of their appreciation of his unremitting services for a 
period of thirteen years. The presentation was made by 
Mr. G. Dawson, the oldest performing member in the 
Society. 

Doncasteb. — Mr. J. H. Eyre gave his fifth 
Concert for the season, on the 13th ult., in the Guildhall, 
which was well filled. The vocalists were Miss Barton, 
Master Mason, Mr. Bell, Mr. Firth, Mr Wood, and Mr. 
Eyre. Mr. Tovey presided at the pianoforte. The con- 
cert was most successful. 

Doveb. — The meetings of the Musical Union, 
for practice, were resumed on Wednesday evening, the 
15th ult., when there was a fair attendance of members. 
An interesting selection of music was rehearsed, including 
choruses from Handel, Haydn, and Mozart, and a fine 
anthem by Mr. Goss, the talented organist of St. Paul's 
Cathedral, which was sung with great spirit. Mr. Payn, 
the conductor, appears untiring in his zeal for the advance- 
ment of chorus and part-singing; and the members 
evidently seem to appreciate his efforts by their attention, 
and desire to excel. A harmonium is provided, at which 
Mr. Jarrett presides, which is a considerable support to 
the voices. The Society has our best wishes for its con- 
tinued success. 

Dublin'. — A Social Ee-union, in connection 
with lodges 989 and 1612, was given on the evening of 
the 15th ult., at the new Orange Hall, York-street. 
During the evening some appropriate songs and choruses 
were sung by Miss Murphy, Miss Mahon, and Brothers 
Craig and Dyas ; the proceedings concluding with the 

National Anthem. The Second Series of Monthly 

Popular Concerts was inaugurated at the Ancient Concert 
Boom on the 13th ult., under the fairest auspices. Mr. 
Charles Hallo's Pianoforte Becital in the afternoon was 
listened to by a crowded audience with the utmost atten- 
tion ; and every piece — especially Beethoven's " Pastoral 
Sonata." and the eighth book of Mendelssohn's " Lieder 
ohne Worte" — appeared to be thoroughly appreciated. 
At the afternoon concert, Beethoven's string Quartett in 
F (Op. 18), was excellently played by Messrs. B. M. Levey, 
Liddell. Halton, and Eisner; and Mr. Charles Bailees 
pianoforte performance was again an attractive feature in 
the concert. Mr. Arthur Barraclotigh made his first 
appearance as a vocalist on the occasion ; and in Gounod's 
song, " The Valley," displayed a good baritone voice, of 
considerable compass, and a legitimate style of vocalisation 
which augurs well for the future. He afterwards joined 
Miss Minnie Hodges in Mozart's duet " Crudel perche," 
with the utmost success. Every credit is due to Messrs. 
Eisner and bunn for the spirit in which they have en- 
tered into a speculation which has for its object the 
elevation of the musical taste in Dublin ; and we cordially 
wish them all the success they deserve. 

Dtjmbabton. — On New Tear's Day, the 
Dumbarton Choral Union gave a concert of sacred music 
in the Burgh Hall, to a large audience, Mr Wm. Boss 
occup ing his usual place of conductor, and Mr. W. T. 
Bushtury, Glasgow, assisting as accompanyist and solo 
vocalist. The programme, which was short but well 
arranged, was performed in a highly creditable manner 
to all concerned. The chorals, "Old Hundred," "St. 
Mary's," " New Year," " Soldau," Nassau," and " Tri 
umph," were given with a taste and precision worthy of 
the highest praise. The anthem, " Arise, shine, for thy 
light is come," by Elvey ; the duet and chorus, " See the 
Conquering Hero Comes," from Handel's Oratorio, Judas 
ilaccabceus; Mason's anthem, "Jerusalem, my glorious 
home ;" Mozart's chorus, the " Gloria ;" and Flower's 
sacred song, " Now pray we for our country," were also 
given by the Union in excellent, though not such fault- 
less, style as the chorals. Mr. Bushbury, as accompanyist, 
acquitted himself admirably; and his vocal solos, 
Handel's recitative, "For behold darkness," the aria, 
" The people that walked." and Gounod's sacred song, 



" Nazareth," were well executed. Before the last piece 
in the programme was given, Mr. Boss, on behalf of the 
members of the Union, thanked the audience for the 
liberal support they had awarded to the experiment of a 
New Year's Day Concert; and hoped that next year the 
Union would be able to do something better. The profits 
of the concert the Union intended, he said, to apply to 
some charitable purpose. 

Eden Bbidge. — A Concert, interspersed with 
readings, was given at the school-room, on Friday, the 
10th ult., by the choir of S. Mary, Oxted (under the 
direction of Mr. L. S. Palmer) for the benefit of the in- 
stitution. Miss Palmer played Leybach's Nocturne in A 
flat ; and Miss Annie Martin sang " Weel may the keel 
row " in a very pleasing manner. The choraTmusic was 
given with steadiness and precision. The best thanks of 
the choir are due to Mr. Smeed for his uniform kindness 
and attention. 

Edgeley. — Special Morning and Evening Ser- 
vices were held at St. Matthew's Church, on the 15th 
ult., to commemorate the completion of the repairs and 
alterations. At the evening service the usual choir of 
the church was supplemented by the choir of St. Thomas's 
Church, Stockport; and Dr. Spark, organist of the Town 
Hall, Leeds, presided at the organ. The choir, under the 
direction of Mr. Balfe, displayed the utmost proficiency 
throughout the service. The anthem in the morning 
was, " I have surely built thee a house" (Dr. Boyce), the 
solos being taken by Mr. Edmondson, Mr. J. Jones, and 
Mr. Balfe: tlat in the evening was the composition of 
Dr. Spark, " All we like sheep," which was most excel- 
lently sung. The "Magnificat" and "Nunc Dimittis" 
(also by Dr. Spark) were likewise given with the most 
religious feeling. Although the congregations were large, 
the collections amounted only to £60. 

Fbimlet (Subkey). — A Concert was given on 
the 10th of December in aid of the new schools. The 
performers consisted chiefly of ladies and gentlemen of 
the neighbourhood, assisted by Miss Armstrong and Mr. 
Harry Sanderson, the celebrated American pianist, who 
kindly gave his services on the occasion. We need scarcely 
say that he was enthusiastically received, and encored in all 
his pieces. Miss Armstrong sang " Qui la voce " in excel- 
lent style. Miss Huntingford and Mr. Thorley (amateurs) 
were much applauded in Eossini's duet " Mira la bianca 
luna ;" and " The Nightingale's Trill " was well sung by 
Miss Huntingford. The room was tastefully decorated, 
and the attendance numerous. 

Glasgow. — The New Year's-day morning and 
evening Concerts of the Choral Union proved highly at- 
tractive, the hall on each occasion being well filled. At 
the mid-day performance the principal item in the pro- 
gramme was Mozart's Litany in B flat, which was pro- 
duced complete for the first time in Scotland. The whole 
composition, in so far as the chorus was concerned, was 
rendered in a highly creditable manner, and the thanks of 
the public are due to the Society for the opportunity of 
hearing so fine a work. The principals engaged were Miss 
Bobertine Henderson, soprano; Madlle Drasdil, con- 
tralto ; Mr. Leigh Wilson, tenor ; and Signor Fob', basso. 
Miss Henderson has a sweet well-cultivated voice, and 
gave the solo, " Hear my supplication," with much ex- 
pression, and free from all affected display. With the 
exception of the tenor, the other solo vocalists had but a 
small share of duty in the Litany, and it was certainly un- 
fortunate that Mr. Leigh Wilson should have been in very 
bad vocal condition. This young gentleman, who was 
loudly heralded in London, some two or three years ago, 
as the " coming man " among the numerous new tenors — 
had no sooner sung a few bars than it was evident that he 
was in bad voice, while he also looked like a man in very 
ill-health ; and after struggling on for a short time in 
painful style, he utterly broke down ; Mr. Lambeth, secur- 
ing his part, and doing his best to support the remaining 
tenor soli, in order to preserve the continuity of the num- 
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ber, and keep the chorus together till the close, which was 
attained with, we have no doubt, great relief to performers 
and audience alike. In the second part, which consisted of 
miscellaneous selections, Madlle. Drasdil and Signor Foli 
made an immense impression in their solos ; and the ap- 
plause, in spite of the usual prohibition to the contrary, 
was loud and frequent. At the evening concert, the Union 
gave a few part-songs and glees with much effect ; one or 
two of the selections, including a beautiful arrangement 
of " Within a mile o' Edinboro," by the conductor, ob- 
taining well -merited encores. Madlle. Drasdil again 
proved herself a most accomplished contralto ; the little 
that Miss Henderson had to do was tastefully done, and a 
triumphant ovation awaited Signor Foli for his superb 
rendering of " The brave old oak," and Mozart's " Who 
treads the path of duty," from the Zauberflste. A com- 
mendatory sentence is due in conclusion to the orchestra, 
which was numerous and efficient — the larghstto from 
Beethoven's " Second Symphony in D," which introduced 
the miscellaneous selections in the morning, and the 
piquant, if somewhat trite, overtures to Mataniello and 
Zampa at the evening entertainment, being highly pleas- 
ing and creditable performances. 

Goole. — Mr. Jillott gave his annual Concert 
at the Scientific Hall, on Wednesday evening, the 8th 
ult., before a large audience. The hall was very appro- 
priately decorated for the occasion. The band, selected 
from the principal orchestras in Manchester, performed 
the overtures to Fra Diavolo and the Bohemian Girl, a 
selection from Masaniello, and a movement from Haydn's 
12th Symphony with great spirit and effect. An adagio 
and rondo, for pianoforte and violin, by Dussek, admir- 
ably performed by Mi»s F. Pheasant and Mr. Pyeeroft, 
elicited marked approbation. Miss Berry-Greening was 
the solo vocalist of the evening, and gave several songs, 
amongst which was a new canzonet, " Sweet songsters of 
spring," composed expressly for her by Alfred Carder, 
which was encored. The concert was highly successful. 

Geantham. — A Concert of vocal and instru- 
mental music was given at the Exchange Hall, in this 
town, on Tuesday evening, the 17th of December, by the 
Amateur Vocal Society, under the direction of its 
honorary conductor, Dr. Dixon (organist of the parish 
church), at which some of Dr. Dixon's private pupils also 
took part. The attendance was highly satisfactory ; and 
the concert was considered in every respect a complete 
success. The proceeds will be devoted to the fund for 
improving the parish church organ, when re-erected, on 
the completion of the restoration of the church. 

Gbavesend. — No musical performances of a 

really classical nature have until lately taken place in this 
town. A series of concerts for the presentation of the 
works of the great masters has however been given by 
Mr. H. P. Sawday, every Monday during the month 
of December, and will be continued, according to an- 
nouncements, throughout the months of January and 
February. These concerts, established on the model of 
the Monday Popular Concerts, at St. James's Hall, Lon- 
don, are of a most attractive character. The executants 
have been Mr. Viotti Collins, 1st violin ; Mr. Ellis 
Boberts, 2nd violin; Mr. Charles Wells, viola; and Mr. 
Edmund Woolhouse, violoncello; with Mrs. Pyne Galton, 
Dr. Grey, and Mr. Sydney Naylor at the pianoforte ; and 
the vocalists, Miss Emily Spiller, Madame Thaddeus 
Wells, Miss Annie Cox, Miss Medora Collins, Mr. Mon- 
tem Smith, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Winn, Mr. Chaplin Henry, 
and Mr. Sawday — the last-named gentleman having 
proved himself a vocalist of no mean order. We trust 
that Mr. Sawday's efforts to. introduce really good music 
will meet with sufficient encouragement to induce him to 
continue these first-class concerts annually. 

Gkimsby. — On Friday evening, the 10th ult., 
a concert was given in the Mechanics' Hall, the performers 
being a company of blind vocalists from the Midland 



Institution for the Blind, Nottingham, Mr. F. M. Ward, 
teacher of music at the Institution, presiding at the piano. 
The hall was nearly filled with a highly respectable 
audience, who evidently thoroughly appreciated the 
amount of talent displayed by the performers. The pro- 
gramme was an excellent one, consisting of a selection of 
favourite glees, songs, &c. " The death of Nelson," by 
Mr. W. Lock, received a well-merited and enthusiastic 
encore. Miss Armitage, a lady possessing an excellent 
treble voice, was especially happy in her rendering of 
" Beautiful May," and Miss Jeffries was much applauded 
in " I cannot sing the old songs " Messrs. Gibson (bass) 
and Lock (tenor) sang the duet " O Albion!" with remark- 
ably good effect. The glees were strengthened by Messrs. 
Bennett and Shepherd, and Miss Cope. We understand 
that the same company will pay another visit to Grimsby 
in the summer, when they intend devoting the proceeds 
of the performance to the benefit of their old schoolfellow, 
Mr. J. Itadman, of this town, who was educated in the 
above Institution. 

Hampton — The Choral Society gave a Con- 
cert on the 7th ult., at the Free Grammar School, ably 
assisted by a few members of the Kingston Choral Society 
and the Misses Townley and Wood, who are well known 
by the musical world of Kingston. Amongst the most 
effective vocal solos were Miss Townley's song, " Sleep, 
dearest ;" and Miss Lillie Bull's " Never again with you, 
Robin," both of which were encored. The duet, " Home 
to our mountains," (sung by Miss Bramwell and Mr. 
Dawson, the talented conductor of the society), was also re- 
demanded. Much praise is due to Mr. Dawson for the 
marked improvement in the rendering of the glees. The 
room was well filled, in spite of the inclement weather. 

Hakbogate (Yobkshibe). — On Friday, the 
27th December, a performance of the Jfettiah was given, 
by the Philharmonic Society, in the Victoria Hall, to a 
large audience. The Society was assisted by several pro- 
fessors and amateurs. The principal vocalists were Miss 
Place, Master Thompson, Leeds ; Master Lambert, Har- 
rogate ; Mr. Hodgson, Messrs. Mellon, Parker, and Cap- 
tain Wilkinson. The orchestra was led by Mr. Mat; hew 
Arnold ; Mr. Pilkington presided at the pianoforte, and 
Mr. Richmond at the harmonium. Mr. Marsh conducted. 

The performance on the whole was highly successful. 

On Friday, December 27th, a Concert and Beading was 
given in the National School, on the occasion of breaking 
up for Christmas holidays, by the scholars and teachers, in 
connexion with the school, under the direction of Mr. 
Lowe, schoolmaster, when several choruses, glees, carols, 
duetts, songs, &c, were given, interspersed with readings. 
Mr. M. Arnold presided at the harmonium. The Rev. 
G. W. Smith was in the chair, and made a few appro- 
priate remarks at the close. 

Hawabden, Flintshibe. — A complimentary 
Concert was given in the Boys' School-room, on Saturday, 
the 11th ult., to Mr. Francis Wrigley (organist of the 
parish church) , in which the following ladies and gentle- 
men took part: — The Hon. Caroline Lyttelton, Hon. 
Lavinia Lyttelton, Misses Gladstone, Miss (}. Glynne, 
Mesdames Waters, Hewson, and Broadbent ; Misses 
Waters, Ockleshaw, and Gardner ; Honbles. E. G. Lyttel- 
ton, A. V. Lyttelton, E. Lyttelton, A. Lyttelton; the 
Right Hon. W. E Gladstone, M.P., W. H. Gladstone, 
Esq , M.P., &c, &c. In the National Anthem the solo 
part of the third verse was sung by the Right Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone. Mr. Wrigley conducted; and the concert 
was in every respect highly successful. 

Henley.— Mr. E. H. Thome gave a Piano- 
forte Recital in St. Mary's Hall, on Monday evening, the 
13th ult., which.to lovers of refined music, was a treat not 
often afforded in Henlay. The vocal part of the evening's 
entertainment was sustained by Miss Ida Thome. Miss 
Thome possesses a pleasing voice ; and her singing shows 
that she has studied in a good school. She was accom- 
panied with great taste by Mr. G. Pearson, organist and 
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choirmaster, of Henley. The " Moonlight Sonata " was 
excellently played ; and the " Paraphrase de Concert " 
(Rigoletto) enthusiastically applauded and encored. Mr 
Thome ranks as an accomplished pianist, and displays 
much taste and expression. Miss Thome was encored 
in two of her songs, Sullivan's " Orpheus with his lute," 
and Harold Thomas's " Gallant so gay." 

Hebefobd. — On Monday evening, the 13th 
ult., the members of the Eignbrook Singing Class, assisted 
by Mr. Burvill, of the cathedral choir, and his son, gave 
their first performance of sacred music in the Eignbrook 
school-room. The programme included selections from 
the Messiah and Judas Maccabceus, with the Kyrie and 
Gloria from Mozart's Twelfth Mass. Though the class 
is small, and notwithstanding the difficulty of many of the 
pieces, the singing was highly creditable ; indeed, one or 
two of the choruses were given with admirable precision. 
A good beginning has been effected ; and, with practice 
and perseverance, it is to be hoped that the class may 
shortly venture to give a complete Oratorio. 

Holtweh.. — At the Annual Supper of the 
4th Flintshire Eifle Volunteers, Major the Right Hon. 
the Earl of Denbigh presented a silver cup to bandmaster 
J. S. Field, as a mark of appreciation of his services as 
musical instructor to the corps. 

Hobncastle. — An amateur Concert, for a 
charitable purpose, was given in the Exchange Hall, on 
the 80th December, and, we are glad to say, was highly 
successful. The programme contained a miscellaneous 
selection of popular music, all of which was most satis- 
factorily rendered. The principal vocalists were Mrs. 
Chapman, Mrs. Hill, Mrs. Nicholson, the Misses Talfourd 
and Gilliat, the Eevs. A. Scrivenor and H. W. Talfourd, 
Messrs. C. Starmer, H Gilliat, Addlesee, Willson, &c. 
Amongst the most effective pieces were the " Bell-ringer " 
(excellently sung by the Rev. A. Scrivenor), Crouch's 
" Kathleen Mavoumeen " (most artistically rendered by 
Mrs. Nicholson), and Parry's A.B.C. duet, in which Mr. 
Starmer (who has a good baritone voice) ably seconded 
Mrs. Nicholson in giving due effect to the humour of the 
composition. Miss Morton was warmly; and most de- 
servedly applauded in two pianoforte solos ; and a small, 
but efficient, band, under the direction of Mr. Robert 
Nicholson, performed several light pieces during the even- 
ing. We understand that about £20 was realized by the 
concert. 

Him. — Dr. Spark, organist of the Leeds 
Town Hall, has lately given two lectures, in connection 
with the Literary and Philosophical Society, on " The 
great musical composers, from Bach to Gounod." The 
lecturer was assisted by Miss Winder, Miss Kennedy, 
Mrs. Pashley, Messrs. Dodds and C. V. Harding, who 
gave several vocal illustrations in a highly efficient man- 
ner. Dr. Spark's lectures were listened to throughout 
with the utmost interest by a crowded audience. Con- 
cert bt the Blind. — MissMaria Wilson, principal soprano 
of St. Stephen's Choir, gave her annual Concert in the 
Music Hall, Jarratt-street, on Monday, the 20th ult., on 
which occasion she was assisted by Messrs. Plowman, Hird, 
Hudson, Holmes, and Turner, from York. The large 
Hall, as usual, was crowded with a highly respectable 
and appreciative audience ; several of the pieces were 
encored, and the concert passed off in a very satisfactory 
manner. 

Ktdlington, Near Oxford. — The concerts 
given by the members of the Church Choir and Band, 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, the 7th and 8th ult., 
were very satisfactory indeed, both as regards the 
entertainment and the attendance of the company. 
The concerts were opened each evening by the Kidling- 
ton brass band, the leader being Mr. F. W. Taunt, of 
Bampton, under whose tuition it has made considerable 
progress since its last performance. We do not wish 
to particularise any of the pieces, as most of them were 



well received and applauded by the company, but we ca»- 
not forbear to mention the singing of the ladies, and also 
of Mr. Taunt. We are pleased to say that both the choir 
and band reflect the greatest credit on Mr. Jarratt and 
Mr. Taunt, who must have taken great pains and bestowed 
much labour upon them. 

Leeds. — On Christmas Day, a performance of 
Handel's Messiah, was given in the Amphitheatre, in 
presence of a very numerous audience. The principal 
artists were Miss Anna Hiles, soprano ; Miss Charlesworth, 
contralto ; Mr. R. Leach, tenor ; and Mr. Lambert, bass. 
The band was complete ; and the chorus excellent. All 
the solo parts were well interpreted. Mr. G. Haddock 
was conductor. 

Lee, Kent. — On Wednesday, the 8th ult., 
an Evening Concert was given by the members of the 
Stella Glee Union (under the conductorship of Mr. E. 
Woods,) at the Lee Institute, Boone-street. The pro- 
gramme consisted of glees, part-songs, trios, and duets, 
interspersed with solos, which were ably rendered by 
Messrs. Cockell, Nell, Hewett, Woods, Sanders, and 
Chinneck. Bishop's glee, " Mynheer Van Dunck r" 
Smart's capstan chorus, " Rolling along ;" the " Tar's 
song," by Hatton; and Barnby's Lullaby, "Sweet and 
low," were all well received ; the first mentioned being 
enthusiastically encored. Several of the solos were also 
re-demanded. 

Leek, Staffobdshibe. — On Tuesday, the 7th 
ult., a Tea Meeting was held in the Wesleyan Sunday 
School, West-street, at which several interesting addresses 
were given by the resident ministers, Mr. liichard 
Johnson, of Manchester ; and Rev. R. Morton, of Buis- 
lem. The choir of Mount Pleasant Chapel rendered 
most valuable assistance. Miss Anderson sang " O rest 
in the Lord " (Mendelssohn) with much feeling ; and the 
songs " The trumpet shall sound," by Mr. L. Ball ; and 
" O Thou that tellest," by Master Henshaw, were also most 
effectively given. Several other solos and part-songs were 
sung by Misses Anderson and Henshaw, and Messrs. Bull, 
Bratt, Tatton, and Henshaw. Mr. Barker, the organist 
of Mount Pleasant Chapel, played the accompaniments- 
on the pianoforte. 

Luvebk)OI..— The first Subscription Concert 
of the Philharmonic Society for 1868, on the 21st ult., 
was one of sterling value, consisting chiefly of the music 
of Mendelssohn. The opening work was his overture to 
the Midsummer Night's Dream, followed by the whole 
of the fanciful vocal and instrumental illustrations to the 
play. The solo performers were Miss Edmonds, Madame 
Patey-Whytock, and Mr. Patey. The second part com- 
menced with (the first performance in Liverpool) Men- 
delssohn's Reformation Symphony, which has so lately 
burst upon the musical world, an unexpected source of 
delight. It was listened to with deep attention, and each 
movement was followed by warm applause, the Allegro. 
Vivace being encored. The two-part songs, by the same 
composer, " The Passage Bird's Farewell " and " May 
Bells," were charmingly sung by Miss Edmonds and 
Madame Patey-Whytock; and Mr. Benedict delighted 
the audience by his excellent performance of the Eighth 
(Posthumous i Book of" Lieder ohne Wiirte." Mr. Patey 
sang very well an effective song, " Per la gloria," by the 
almost forgotten Buononcini ; and the vocal members of 
the society gave a fine chorus from the Hercules of his- 
great contemporary, Handel. Miss Edmonds sang with 
much effect Mozart's " Porgi amor" and the expiessive 
declamation of Madame Patey-Whytock received a well- 
merited encore in the " Che Faro " from Glilck's Orfeo. 

Schumann's " Gipsy Chorus" was performed with much 
animation ; and the concert concluded with a very spi- 
rited rendering of Auber's sparkling overture to Zanelta 

~Lyks. — The second Concert of the Philhar- 
monic Society for the present season was given on Friday 
evening, the 3rd ult., in the Music Hall, Athenaeum, which 
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-was well filled with subscribers and their friends, who 
manifested great interest and pleasure in the performance. 
The first part of the programme consisted of selections 
from Handel's Messiah, comprising most of the earlier 
portion of the Oratorio, and the Hallelujah Chorus. Miss 
Robertine Henderson fully sustained her high reputation 
in the soprano music of the Messiah, whilst the local 
amateurs, to whom the various solos were allotted, 
acquitted themselves with great credit. The choruses 
were exceedingly well rendered, especially " For unto us 
a child is born," which was given with much spirit and 
precision. The second part commenced with Auber's 
sparkling and pretty overture, La Bayadere, which was 
most enthusiastically received and encored. Miss Bray's 
pianoforte solo, "Sorrows and joys," by Benedict, was 
well played, and obtained considerable applause, as did 
Knyvett's capital old glee, " Merrily rung the bells of St. 
Michael's Tower," sung with much spirit by Master Hil- 
lam, Miss Eastwick, and Mr. Targett. A new chorus, by 
Calkin, " Up, brothers, up," and a choral song by Pearsall, 
" Christmas comes but once a year," were very satis- 
factorily given by the chorus. Messrs. J. Bray, W. Rolfe, 
and B. J. Whall filled their respective posts with their 
usual well-known ability. 

Manchesteb. — On the 15th ult., a Concert 
and Readings, in aid of the funds of St. Mary's Hospital, 
took place in the Free Trade Hall Assembly Room, under 
the patronage of the Countess of Derby. The principal 
vocalists were Miss Clelland, Miss Henderson, and Captain 
Lathbury. The reader was Miss Ness, who (with Captain 
Lathbury) gave her services on the occasion. The 
Manchester Vocal Society (recently formed under the 
presidency of Mr. B. St. J. B. Joule) was engaged, and 
sang a selection of glees and part-songs. There were 
several encores during the evening. It is worthy of mention 
that the Society consists of 30 members, with voices of 
great power and culture; who, without a conductor, 
sing with much precision and refinement, the most 
difficult part-music. 

Maelbobotjgh. — The Annual College Concert, 
on the 19th December, was even more than usually suc- 
cessful ; and there was a very large muster of former 
Marlburians, and of friends of the school. The choir had 
been admirably drilled by Mr. W. S. Bambridge, the 
school organist ; and the choruses — especially Macfarren's 
"Harvest home," Rimbault's old north country ballad. 
" The fair flower of Northumberland," and Walstein's 
" Pull away merrily " — were sung with much smoothness 
and precision. Two new songs, composed by Mr. Bam- 
bridge, were given — "A song of welcome," and "When 
the sun is sleeping," — the latter so well sung by Mac- 
dougall as to elicit an encore ; a similar compliment being 
paid to Mr. E. A. Plater for his excellent rendering 
of Blumenthal's " Requital." Pianoforte solos were per- 
formed with much effect by Mr. Bambridge and his 
pupil, Mr. H. G. Bail}'. The Carmen Marlburiense (which 
has now thoroughly taken root in the school) was one of 
the great features of the concert, and was sung con amore 
by the full chorus. 

Mebthye. — The new organ in Hope Chapel 
■was opened on Sunday, the 22nd December, on which 
occasion it was played by the builder, Mr. Allen, of 
Bristol. Competent judges pronounce it to be a first- 
class instrument; and its fine tones were especially no- 
ticeable when Mr. Allen played the " Hallelujah " chorus, 
as the congregation was leaving the chapel. The Rev. 
W. Howells, of Trevecca College, preached two excellent 
sermons. 

Newcastle-ox-Tynte. — On New Tear's Eve 
a, Concert of vocal and instrumental music was giveji in 
Gosforth School-room. The vocalists were Miss E. Ley- 
bourne (contralto), Mr. Taylor (tenor), and several gentle- 
men amateurs. Mr. Wilson (violin) and Mr. J. Nicholson 
(pianoforte) accompanied the songs. The singing of 
Miss Leybourne and the violin playing of Mr. Wilson 



were very much admired ; as was also the performance of 
the choir, which was under the able direction of Mr. 
Morrison. The concert was in every respect a decided 
success. 

Noexh Fbodtngham:, Toekshiee. — An ama- 
teur Concert was lately given in the National School- 
room by Mr. Green, the schoolmaster, assisted by Mr. B. 
Bather, organist of Beeford. The programme consisted 
of popular songs, duets, and glees, the latter being given 
with such marked precision as to leave no doubt that Mr. 
Bather had taken great pains in the training of the choir. 
Several of the solos and duets were encored; and the 
concert was highly successful. 

Oxted. — The fourth Musical Entertainment 
of the season took place on Tuesday the 14th ult., at the 
School-room. The music consisted of part-songs, 
choruses, &c. The most effective piece of the eve ring 
was G. B. Allen's four-part song " I love my love in the 
morning," which wag sung with great expression and 
taste. Miss Palmer (organist of the Parish Church) 
accompanied ; and Mr. L. S. Palmer conducted. Several 
Readings were also given. 

Plymouth. — On the 10th ult., an audience, 
chiefly consisting of residents in Stonehouse and Devon- 
port, filled St. George's Hall to overflowing to hear 
Haydn's oratorio The Creation, performed by an orchestra 
of eighty vocalists and thirty-four instrumentalists, 
organised and conducted by Mr. Hannaford, organist of 
St. John's Chapel. It is due to the singers themselves, 
no less than to Mr. Hannaford, who must have taken 
great pains in their training, to say that the choruses, 
without exception, went with great steadiness and solidity. 
Miss E. Bailey, who sang all the soprano airs, displayed a 
voice so clear, musical, and thoroughly well under com- 
mand as to astonish even those who were familiar with 
her performances. Mr. St. Mitchell, made a decided hit 
with " In native worth," with the beauties of which he 
was evidently familiar, and his subsequent songs were 
given with animation and expression which did him high 
credit. The bass solos were taken by Mr. Mugford, of 
Exeter. His part was a heavy one, but he was uniformly 
precise and correct in reading, and gave several diffi- 
cult passages with much exactness. On the whole, the 
concert must be pronounced a success, and Mr. Hannaford, 
whose undemonstrative style of conducting is evidently 
more effective than would at first sight be anticipated, 
may be congratulated at this attempt to popularise Oratorio 
music in the Three Towns. 

Pontypool. — The Sacred Harmonic Society 
has commenced its fourth season. St. Paul is the Oratorio 

selected for study. The Abersychan United Choir 

gave its first public concert on the 13th ult., at the School- 
room, under the conductorship of Mr. Thomas Jones. The 
choir, numbering about 100 voices, gave selections from 
the Messiah, and some secular musie in the second part. 
Considering that this choir has only been established four 

months, the singing was remarkably good. On the 

16th, an amateur Concert was given at Abersychan, in aid 
of the " Ferndale Relief Fund," and was very largely 
patronised. The following amateurs kindly gave their 
services: — Mr. Ernest Deacon, solo pianist; Mr. W. 
Lawley, violin ; Mr. J. W. Stephen, flute ; the Misses 
Pratt, pianoforte. Miss Da vies (soprano) and Messrs. 
H. Lewis, D. Jones, and W. H. Lloyd (tenor, baritone, 
and bass). An amateur glee class also attended. Mr. 
J . W. Stephen read a prologue, written for the concert ; 
and we are glad to learn that a sum of 21 guineas wi 1 be 
handed to the fund. 

Peeston. — On Christmas-eve, the Oratorio of 
the Messiah was given in the Parish Church, in aid of the 
interior decorations of that place of worship. There was 
a good attendance. The principal singers were Miss Klam, 
soprano; Miss A. Hirst, Huddersfield, contralto; Mr. J. 
Porter, alto ; Mr. James Grime, tenor ; and Mr. R. Hilton, 



300 



THE MUSICAL TIMES.— Eebbtjaey 1, 1868. 



bass. The choruses were rendered by the choir of the 
Parish Church, assisted by a selection of singers from the 
other choirs in the town. The Church was beautifully 
decorated. Mr. J. J. Greaves presided at the organ. 
The principal pieces were well given ; the choruses were 
sung with great precision and effect ; and altogether the 
Oratorio was completely successful. 

Peestwich. — The Manchester Vocal Society 
gave a Concert on the 30th December. The principal 
vocalists were Miss Clelland, Miss Henderson, Miss 
Lomax, Mr. W. Dumville, Mr. Senior, and Mr. Eams- 
botham. The programme included Locke's Macbeth 
music, Cooke's " Hohenlinden," and Macfarren's " Who 
is Sylvia " (al) sung by the amateur choir of the Society), 
interspersed with songs by the professional members. 
Miss Clelland and Miss Henderson received encores for 
their respective solos. 

Shincxieee, Dubiiam. — On Thursday, the 
9th ult , the Shincliffe Church Choir gave a Concert in 
the National School-room, assisted by members of the 
Lambert family, viz., Mr. John, Mr. J. H., and Misses 
Annie, Harriett, Fanny, and Emma Lambert. Several 
glees, part-songs, &c , were performed in a highly credit- 
able manner by the choir ; and the songs and pieces by 
the Lamberts gave general satisfaction. The Misses and 
Mr. John Lambert alternately presided at the pianoforte. 

Sittingboijbne.— On the 20th ult., Mr. Dray- 
con's Annual Concert was given, the principal vocalists 
being Madlle. Liebhart and Herr Fass. Instrumentalists : 
the orchestral band of the Royal Engineers, bandmaster, 
Mr. W. J. Newstead. Soloists, Messrs. Lowma, Fryer, 
Jones, Currie, and Shugrue. Accompany ist, Mr. Draycon. 
The same concert was given at Sheerness on the 21st ult. 

Someeton. — Mr. Loaring and a large party 
of vocal and instrumental performers gave a Concert at 
the Town Hall, on Tuesday, the 14th ult. The pro- 
gramme was an excellent one, the principal instrumental 
pieces being the overtures to Masaniello, Taneredi, and 
Vltaliana ; a quartette of Mendelssohn's, and the War 
March of the Priests, by the same composer. Amongst 
the vocal compositions were " May Lay," Mtiller; " Here 
in cool grot." Earl of Mornington ; " From Oberon," 
Stevens; " The Carnovale," Rossini; " The Stirrup cup," 
Arditi ; " Will-o'-the-Wisp," Cherry ; and " The man of 
war," Hatton. The performance gave great satisfaction 
to a numerous and fashionable audience. 

Stanwell, neae Staines.— On the 8th ult., 
Sir John Uibbons, Bart., entertained 230 guests at his 
mansion, Stanwell-place. The church choir and others 
performed a selection of glees, part-songs, &c.,by Mendel- 
ssohn, Locke, Purcell, Martin, and S. Webbe. The musi- 
cal arrangements were entrusted to Mr. R. Ratcliffe, 
organist of St. Mary's, Stairwell, who presided at the 
pianoforte and accompanied the vocal music. 

Stellenbosch (Cape oe Good Hope). — On 

Tuesday evening, the 3rd December, the Hood Hope 
ChoralUnion, under the able direction of Mr. J. fi. 
Ashley, gave a concert of sacred music in the Wesleyan 
Chapel. As the concert was announced in aid of the 
chapel funds, it is satisfactory to notice that there was a 
large, attentive, and appreciative audience. Before the 
commencement of the music, the resident minister, the 
Rev. W. Barber, ascended the pulpit, and read a few 
short passages of Scripture, as a fitting introduction to the 
exercises of the evening. The programme was of a very 
interesting character, comprising : — Chorus — " How lovely 
are the Messengers," from Mendelssohn's St. Paul; tenor 
solos—" Comfort ye," and " Every Valley," chorus— 
"And the Glory of the Lord," from Handel's Messiah; 
and the Twelfth Service of Mozart. All these various 
pieces were sung in a manner which gave great pleasure 
to the numerous assemblage, and was very creditable 
to the members of the Choral Union, and their talented 



conductor, Mr. Ashley. It is to be hoped that so suc- 
cessful and satisfactory a gathering may not be the last 
of the kind. 

Sitdbtjey. — A Concert, by the members of the 
Sudbury Amateur Musical Society, was given at the 
Town Hall, on the evening of the 2nd ult. With one 
exception, the programme was composed entirely of vocal 
pieces, all of which, considering that they were wholly 
sung by amateurs, were very creditably performed. The 
choir contains some excellent female voices ; hut is some- 
what weak in tenors. The only instrumental piece was 
Mendelssohn's " Andante and Rondo Capriccioso," well 
executed on the pianoforte by Mr. Orlando Steed, who 
also officiated as conductor ; and to whom the society is 
mainly indebted for the state of vocal proficiency exhi- 
bited on this occasion. Mrs. Lishman presided at the 
pianoforte. 

Thoeney, Cambbidgeshibe. — Mr. Thacker's 
Concert. — The weather, unpropitious though it was, had 
little or no effect upon this annual entertainment, which is 
always looked forward to with a large amount of interest, 
and which received as much patronage this year as for- 
merly. The programme was highly interesting ; and the 
professional talent engaged, although Mr. Sturge did not 
appear, more than satisfied Mr. Thacker's numerous 
patrons. Miss Clara Wight was principal soprano, and 
sang with much delicacy and taste during the evening, 
receiving several encores. Mr. Otto Booth played three 
violin solos with great brilliancy, and was encored in the 
celebrated " Carnival of Venice." He also joined Mr. 
Thacker in Beethoven's Sonata, known as the " Kreuizer," 
for violin and piano, which was played with great taste 
and precision. Several pieces were well sung by the 
members of the Choral Society. Mr. . J. Baker, of 
Whittlesey, assisted Mr. Thacker at the pianoforte, and, 
with his daughter, played the Overture "Bohemian Girl" 
very effectively. 

"Wigan. — The Messiah was given by the "Wigan 
Choral Union, on the 27th December, in the Public hall. 
The instrumentalists were selected from Mr. Charles 
Halle's band, and the conductor was M. Gustave Steig- 
meier. The professional vocalists engaged were Miss 
Hall, Miss Marie Gondi, Mr. W. H. Cummings, and Mr. 
Orlando Christian. Miss Hall gave " Rejoice greatly," 
with excellent effect ; and Miss Gondi sang the music 
allotted to her in a very pleasing style. Mr. Cummings' 
singing was much admired ; and Mr. Christian, who pos- 
sesses a fine voice, was thoroughly efficient in the bass 
part. The choruses generally were well sung by the 
members of the Union. 

"Winchcomb, Geotjcesteeshiee. — The first 
Concert of the Winchcomb Harmonic Society took place 
on Mniiday, the 31st December, in the National School- 
room, which was crowded to excess. The Society, which 
has only been formed about six months, already numbers 
forty members The first part of the programme con- 
sisted of sacred, and the second part of secular, music ; 
and the performance was in every respect very satisfactory. 
Miss Booth very ably officiated as accompanyist, and Mr. 
F. Tovcy conducted. ■ 

Oegan Appointments, &c. — Mr. G. A. Hard- 

acre, Organist and Choirmaster to St. John's Church, 
Kidderminster. Mr. W. Wright, Organist and Choir- 
master to Christ Church, Croydon. Mr. T. H. I. 

Petherick, late Organist of Wymering Hants, to the 
Musical Tutorship of S. John's College, Hurstpierpoint, 

Sussex Miss Pearson (daughter of Mr. Henry Pearson 

of Golcar), to the Wellhouse New Connexion Chapel. 

Mr. Walter Latter, R.A.M., to Bromley Church. 

Mr. John Bottomley (late of Wallingford), to Lower 

Milton Church, Stourport. Mr. E. Burritt Lane, to 

the Surbiton Park Congregational Church, Surbiton. 

Mr. Hezekiah Neville, to St. John the Evangelist, 
Sidcup, Kent. 



